
A Place of Interment 
And Remembrance



  

  Nesting comfortably, practically imperceptibly in the hillside of an almost deserted valley

 in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in the North Downs of Kent Holly Barrow is a 

place of silence, of reflection, a place where the ashes of you and your loved ones may

rest peacefully for eternity.

Believed unique in the UK in that it is subterranean, and comprising a modern interpretation 

of the ancient long barrows which after some 5000 years are still a revered feature of our 

landscape today it contains almost four hundred handcrafted niches.

The sacred space that Holly Barrow occupies in a meadow below an ancient Norman

 Church is like no other, once forming part of a deserted medieval village it is a place of 

stories, a place of focus and reflection, a tiny place but one that is precious to the history 

of these islands.

Each of us is unique, precious, each has a story to tell - it is here in the silence and beauty

 of nature that the story can be told, the memory revered. Here we may return from 

whence we came, to the good earth that our distant ancestors knew, that same earth 

that sustained, nourished and loved both them and us. Time is simply immaterial here.

Introduction



The little church which is Holly Barrows neighbour and companion is an incredible survivor. 

It was built on an already ancient man made mound in 1100 just one generation after 

the Norman conquest and served the village of Dode, a rural settlement of 

perhaps one hundred and fifty souls who survived on agriculture in their remote valley.

But in 1348 tragedy struck in the form of the pandemic known as the Black Death and 

within a short time both village and church were abandoned, gradually the houses decayed, 

just the church remained, having only nature for company.

And so it remained for the almost the next six hundred and fifty years - the battle of Agincourt 

was fought and won, Henry V111 chopped of a few heads, Charles 1 lost his, Napoleon caused 

mayhem  throughout Europe, Victoria’s long reign began and ended, two world wars were 

fought and man walked on the moon - and for all of that unimaginable time span the little 

church survived, almost forgotten, unused, unloved and alone.

Despite having had a new roof provided some 90 years previously it remained unused and in a 

state of decay until it was purchased in the last decade of the twentieth century by its current 

custodian who set about restoring it along nature based and humanist lines to the beautiful and 

sacred place that it always was. Dode Church now welcomes and performs the 

‘Rites of Passage’ for respectful people of all faiths and none - people of all colours, 

creeds and orientation, as of course does its close companion Holly Barrow.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHURCH.



The North Downs are timeless, stretching across the length of Kent and ending spectacularly in the

 White Cli�s of Dover. They have been known and loved by generations since our prehistoric 

ancestors first walked their verdant slopes and built Long Barrows to house their departed, 

elements of which can still be seen and are still revered to this day.

Transversing the Downs are a number of almost secret valleys given over in part to agriculture but 

still heavily wooded in places.

The valley in which The Lost Village of Dode and Holly Barrow are situated is one such, approached by

 a lane overhung by trees and which ultimately goes nowhere. The Barrow itself, almost imperceptibly, 

nestling comfortably into the side of the hill in the grounds of the ancient Dode Church.



Celebration of Life

Each individual is remembered, or wishes to be remembered in di�erent ways; some with 

considerable formality, ritual or even ‘theatre’, others with perhaps only a very few of their 

closest present.  Each, like the person, is equally valid. 

Interments at Holly Barrow tend to follow the latter, a quiet but meaningful remembrance of a

 life well lived, but a celebration nevertheless.

Many wish to simply have a few last moments quietly remembering their loved ones in the 

barrows candlelit chapel before reverently placing the urn in their chosen niche for which no

 additional charge is made.

 

Others may require a formal Ceremony which can be held either in Dode Church or amid the 

glories of nature in the circle of stones at the entrance to Holly Barrow itself.

At the end of this little brochure is a list of additional options which may help clarify your and your 

loved ones plans



Interments

Holly Barrow has four beautiful circular chambers containing some 350 double and a 

number of single niches, although adjacent niches can also be arranged for family 

interments  if required. They are stone lined but with the option of a single chamber 

of more open hand forged niches.

A single payment secures the niche of your choice with the equivalent of a 99 year 

lease from  the date of the first eventual interment, with no additional 

maintenance fees etc.

 

A number of free designated visiting days are scheduled each year to enable loved 

ones to  pay respects and private visits can be arranged but a charge may apply.

Following a respectful period following the last interment it is the intention to 

permanently seal the Barrow.



Ceremonies 
 your way

 

Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies 

Each interment is as individual as the person whose 

life is remembered.

If required, at Holly Barrow we are able to provide a 

Celebration of Life ceremony either with our own 

celebrants or with a celebrant of your own choosing.

We are able to make recommendations to local 

craftspeople for suitable non-biodegradable urns.

If required our florist is able to provide beautiful floral 

arrangements and sustenance following the ceremony 

can be catered for by one of our recommended caterers.

A beautiful and unique way to celebrate the life of owl 

lovers who have passed away is to arrange for a beautiful

 barn owl to fly silently across the church. The slow and 

graceful flight of an owl can bring peace and comfort to 

the bereaved, as they watch the symbolic spirit of their 

loved one ascend into the skies.

Additional personal touches like the provision of a piper 

to play a lament, or a photographic and narrative 

remembrance can be arranged. 

Finally, although traditionally left open, there are a number 

of options for sealing your chosen niche if required.



Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies 

We re here for
 you

The Lost Village of Dode,
Great Buckland,

Luddesdown,
Kent,

DA13 0XF

enquiries@dodevillage.com
01622 734 205


